Published evidence of the functional asymmetry of the human brain first appeared in the 1860s (Broca, 1865) and immediately attracted interest. Empirical caution soon gave way to extravagant theories about hemispheric duality, in which the two sides of the brain were seen to embody complementary aspects of human consciousness, with the left side representing reason and intellect and the right side intuition and emotion. This duality also incorporated the prejudices of the age, with the left side representing masculinity, sanity, and the civilized values of European society, the right side femininity, madness, and barbarity. Around the turn of the century, however, the obsessive interest in duality waned, in part because it had given rise to dubious therapeutic practices, such as metallotherapy in which different metals were applied to each side of the brain in the effort to restore balance. Another was hemihypnosis, in which therapists affected to hypnotize one or other side of the brain simply by instructing the patient to close one or other eye, on the mistaken assumption that each eye projects solely to the opposite hemisphere. Hemispheric duality soon lost scientific credibility; Harrington (1987), who documents these early theories and practices, could find almost nothing written on cerebral asymmetry between 1920 and 1960.
